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 A program at Moraine Park 
Technical College is giving some 
people a second chance to fi nd a 
career they will love.

Lafe Nelson of Slinger was 
interested in making knives and 
wanted to build his own grinder, 
but he knew he didn’t have the 
welding skills.

“I didn’t want to put a whole 
bunch of money into welding 
classes,” Nelson said.

That is when he found the 
welding boot camp at MPTC, a 
15-week program to combat the 
skilled worker shortage in man-
ufacturing careers.

Since then, Nelson has been 
hired at Apache Stainless in Bea-
ver Dam and is currently looking 
for a home closer to a job that he 
loves.

“I’m very happy with the expe-
rience,” Nelson said. “They make 
metal do things that it shouldn’t 
be possible. I’m always learning 

new tricks, and everyone is really 
helpful. I’m glad that I did the 
boot camp. It took my life in a 
diff erent direction.”

Todd Hayes, the boot camp 
recruitment manager for MPTC, 
said that there are entry-level 
boot camps for computer nu-
merological controls and welding.

“It is two really in-demand 
career fi elds with a worker short-
age,” Hayes said. “Our goal is to 
get people from unskilled to em-
ployable in three months.”

The students can fi nd out 
more about the programs on the 
Moraine Park website, but the 

courses are in partnership with 
area manufacturers, including 
Apache Stainless and Mayville 
Engineering Company. The stu-
dents take four to six classes, 
depending on the program, at 
MPTC and then intern at one of 
several manufacturing businesses 
over the Moraine Park region.

Many students may be able to 
test out of some of the classes if 
they have taken a similar class in 
the past, Hayes said. For exam-
ple, Occupational Math 1 would 
equate with college algebra.

MPTC boot camps fill 
manufacturing needs
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Nicole Baumhardt, who has been working for Apache for the last two years, found her niche after going through the welding boot camp at 
Moraine Park Technical College. The class helps underemployed adults gain the skills to fi ll positions needed in the community.

Condensed programs 
available at little 
cost to students

Please see BOOTCAMPS, Page A2
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Pam Korth, the hu-
man resources manager 
at Apache Stainless, said 
the boot camps started in 
2012 and were funded by 
the Fast Forward Wiscon-
sin Grant. It does cost the 
students $30 to register, 
but the rest is paid for by 
the grant and employers. 
Students take the classes 
for free and are paid a $500 
stipend and also receive 
the paid internship.

Korth said the students 
interview with the em-
ployers and then rank their 
preference. The employer 
does the same thing before 
Hayes looks to find the best 
fit for all involved.

Nicole Baumhardt, 
who has been working 
for Apache for the last 
two years, said that she 
had two associate degrees 
and a bachelor's degree in 
graphic design , but she 
didn’t find many jobs in 
that field when she moved 

here from Hawaii a few 
years ago.

“I thought, ‘What is 
another degree?’” said 
Baumhardt, who looked 
at returning to school to 
either become a surgical 
tech or a welder.

“Tig welding paid more 
and was more artistic,” 
Baumhardt said.

Baumhardt said the 
blueprint reading course 
was one of the most inter-
esting she took.

“It was challenging at 
first, but then it got to be a 
lot of fun,” Baumhardt said.

Hayes said the program 
works well for anyone from 
an 18-year-old right out 
of high school to anyone 
looking to change a career 
field.

The companies and the 
schools have one goal, 
Hayes said.

“We want the students to 
be successful,” Hayes said.

To find out more about 
the program, call 920-
924-3334 or email com-
munityed@morainepark.
edu.

Bootcamps
From A1
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