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Ryan reflects Music can help
those who have
Alzheimer’s 

Dan’s L&L         
Fine Jewelry and

Greater Milwaukee
Coin are buying

gold, silver, coins,
jewelry, sterling

flatware, diamonds,
paper money and
pocket watches.

NEED
CASH
FOR CHRISTMAS?

DAN’S L&L FINE JEWELRY 615 N. Barstow St., Waukesha • 262.549.5512 • Wed. - Fri. 10-6, Sat. 10-3
258760002

TO SUBSCRIBE TO THE FREEMAN, call 262-542-2500 or go online at: gmtoday.com/subscribe 

Holiday meet-and-greet, 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturday, Wildlife In Need Center,
W349-S1480 S. Waterville Road, Sum-
mit. Learn more about Wisconsin’s
native wildlife through WINC’s educa-
tional ambassadors. Free with a sug-
gested donation of $2 per person. All
funds raised will directly support WINC.
The gift shop will also be open during
the event.

Waukesha 5K Santa Run & Walk,
10:30 a.m. Sunday, downtown Wauke-
sha. Benefits the programs of Eras
Senior Network, ensuring over 1,000
seniors and adults with disabilities

lead meaningful lives in Waukesha
County. Register by today for $30 for
adults and $20 for students under 24
years old. Same day registration is
$35 for adults and $25 for students
beginning at 9 a.m. at Bernie’s Tap
Room. 262-549-3348 or
Heather@ErasWaukesha.org.

Community Tree Lighting and
parade, tree lighting 4 p.m. Saturday
and 5 p.m. parade, downtown
Oconomowoc. Christmas carols and
hot cocoa as Oconomowoc officially
lights its Christmas tree before the
parade travels through downtown.

German Christmas at the Inn, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Saturday and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Dousman Stagecoach Inn
Museum, 1075 Pilgrim Parkway, Brook-
field. Tour the 1840s stage coach inn
decorated for a German Christmas,
bake sale, German dancers at 1:30
p.m. both days, holiday music, and
more. Admission for this fundraiser is
adults $6, children 3-12 $3, age 2 and
under free. Free parking. Cash or check
only. www.elmbrookhistoricalsociety.org

Behind the Scenes with the
Nutcracker (MainStage Academy of
Dance), 10 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Satur-

day, Oconomowoc Arts Center, 641 E.
Forest St., Oconomowoc. $20 (cost for
one child and one accompanying
adult). Kids ages 4 to 10 are invited to
have a behind-the-scenes look.
www.oasd.k12.wi.us

Midnight Magic, throughout Mukwona-
go Saturday, gingerbread house deco-
rating contest, vendors, pictures with
Santa, horse-drawn carriage rides, dog
sled pulls, Christmas parade and fire-
works.

Waukesha Art Crawl, 4 p.m. to 10 p.m.
Saturday, downtown Waukesha.
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WEATHER
Tomorrow:

Breezy,
rain

High 40 
Low 35

See complete forecast on 8A

Fun Things To Do This Weekend

News2Use 8B

By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com 

262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — With wintry
weather upon us, the Housing Action
Coalition of Waukesha County is
close to having a plan in place for
addressing overflow shelter needs
for the county’s homeless popula-
tion, HAC Board member Nicole
Angresano said Thursday. 

While Waukesha has a number of
overnight shelters, including the Sal-
vation Army of Waukesha County;
Hebron House of Hospitality, which
operates separate shelters geared
towards specific populations; and
the Women’s Center, many of those
shelters run at capacity year round. 

With the area’s last overflow shel-
ter at 2000 Bluemound Road now
being used as a drug and alcohol
treatment facility, the HAC had
hoped to have other accommoda-
tions ready by Dec. 1. 

It issued a Request for Proposals or
RFP earlier this fall looking for agen-
cies interested in additional funding
to provide various services, includ-
ing additional beds, shelter space,
warming rooms, and expanded
hours once the weather turned cold,
but ultimately didn’t get an applica-
tion that fit the bill. 

Now the HAC is talking with a cou-
ple of providers in both Waukesha
and Milwaukee counties about pro-
viding overflow shelter services,
Angresano said. 

While it won’t meet its Dec. 1 dead-
line, Angresano said the organiza-
tion is optimistic it will have a  plan
in place soon. 

“Within the next couple of days we
will be touring a space with a couple
of providers to see if we had the
opportunity to secure that space,
would they be able to provide shelter
services in it,” she said. “We are frus-
trated that we don’t have a firm plan
in place yet, but really optimistic
that a combination of providers and
locations is going to be secured in the
next week.”

Other efforts 
As the HAC works on its overflow

shelter plan, existing homeless shel-
ters are also taking steps to help
address any growing need posed by
the cold.

One development the HAC recent-
ly learned of is that the Salvation
Army is no longer barring people
from its emergency overnight shel-
ter based on alcohol consumption
alone. 

Winter overflow 
shelter plans

still in the works 
Coalition hopes to have a plan

in place within a week 

The path 
LESS 
traveled Metal fabrication and welding student Erica

Brautigam found a way to combine her two passions
— art and manufacturing — throughout her studies
at Waukesha County Technical College.

How WCTC is helping students 
along nontraditional career paths

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

Erica Brautigam practices her welding skills at Waukesha County Technical College on Thursday. She is on
a nontraditional career path as a metal fabrication/welding student.

By Ashley Haynes
ahaynes@conleynet.com

262-513-2681

PEWAUKEE — Trade
careers are no longer just
for your uncle or grandpa.

The face of the workforce is
changing, starting with female
students who are breaking into
the field. Erica Brautigam, a
metal fabrication and welding
student at Waukesha County
Technical College, is one of the
few female students who have
started balancing the scales
when it comes to having both
male and female trade workers.

“I think it’s becoming a lot
more common, especially with
the trades because they do pay
so well and people are taking
advantage of it,” said
Brautigam.

She says her dad has a
machining shop with a welder,
so she got started at the age of
15 cutting up metal flowers and
dragonflies.

At WCTC, her first year of the

metal fabrication program was
free through the Dual Enroll-
ment program. She met only
two other female students,
which she says could be diffi-
cult at times. But she did find
support.

“The teachers were great.
They were very welcoming and
they like seeing the girls learn
those things that are normally
male dominated,” said
Brautigam.

Through her studies, she’s
found a way to combine her
love of art and her skills in
manufacturing. She says as a
TIG welder, she’s able to add a
level of intricacy and creativity
to her work and make pieces of
art.

Right now, she’s creating
giant versions of some of her
favorite book covers with her
own designs.

In the future, she’d like to
open up her own shop and make
furniture pieces. 

“Everyday when I go to work,
it’s just nice to feel like I’ve

accomplished something and I
can see what I’ve done,” said
Brautigam.

Nontraditional careers
Brautigam has chosen what’s

referred to as a nontraditional
occupation.

An NTO is a job that is within
a field that has less than 25 per-
cent of either male or female
workers. Some of the most com-
mon NTO fields people may
think of are women in manu-
facturing and men in educa-
tion, but there are several oth-
ers.

Enrollment has spiked in
WCTS’s Automation Systems
Technology, Graphic Design
and Metal Fabrication/Welding
programs with 376 enrolled stu-
dents.

While these are male-domi-
nated fields, the college is hop-
ing to attract women via one
main strategy — exposure.

By Cara Spoto
cspoto@conleynet.com

262-513-2653

WAUKESHA — The city Plan
Commission has backed a proposal
to more than double the size of Tax
Increment Finance District #14 to
help fund the development of a
sports complex and baseball stadi-
um at Mindiola Park. 

The commission voted 6-0 on  the
proposal Wednesday evening with
little discussion. No one spoke dur-
ing a public hearing before the vote.

Under its contract with Big Top
Baseball, the city has agreed to

spend about $11.5 million to build a
2,500-seat stadium at Mindiola
Park, 325 Hoover Ave., with Big Top
contributing up to an additional
$500,000. The city also plans to
spend another $2.6 million on three
turf soccer fields, eight grass fields
and other park improvements. To
help fund the project, the city is
hoping to borrow up to $12 million,
using a combination of tax incre-
mental financing dollars, annual
use fees from Big Top, and general
fund dollars to pay off the debt.

That financing plan hinges on the
city’s ability to expand the bound-
aries of TIF District #14 by close to
a mile — from Sentry Drive and
West Sunset Drive to Grand Avenue
and West Sunset Drive. If approved,
the change would take the TIF dis-
trict from 101 acres to 249 acres.

MINDIOLA PARK SPORTS COMPLEX PROPOSAL

Plan Commission
backs TIF expansion 

Council, Joint Review
Board must still 
vote on proposal 

See MINDIOLA, PAGE 2A

See SHELTER, PAGE 5A

See WCTC, PAGE 5A

Looks back on House
speakership, talks
issues as he prepares
to leave office 3A
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PILING SNOW IN 
STREET IS PROHIBITED 

City of Waukesha Municipal Code
6.12 (4) 

No Person shall place snow upon
any public street, after the same has

been cleared of snow, in such a
manner as to obstruct or interfere
with the free movement of traffic

upon said street, or interfere with or
obstruct the use of any parking

space provided upon the streets.

BE IT RESOLVED that when snow
or ice is placed upon City streets by

any person contrary to Section
6.12(4) Municipal Code, that the cost
of removal thereof by the City, shall
be charged to the property owners,

pursuant to State Statutes.

Board of Public Works 

11-30-18 WNAXLP

OFFICIAL NOTICE TO CLEAN SIDEWALKS OF
SNOW AND ICE 

The owner, occupant or person in charge of each
dwelling or building in the City fronting upon or

adjoining any street, and the owner or person in
charge of any unoccupied building or lot fronting as

aforesaid, shall clean the sidewalk in front of or
adjoining such dwelling or building, or unoccupied
lot or building, as the case may be of snow and ice
to the width of such sidewalk within 12 hours after

the snow has ceased to fall, and shall keep the
sidewalk free of snow so as to prevent an accumu-

lation of ice.

Cleaning By City: Assessment of Cost 
In the event the owner, occupant or person in

charge of removal of snow as herein provided fails
to so remove snow, at the time designated herein,
the City may, through its proper officials, and at its
option (though it has no obligation to do so), cause
the snow and ice to be removed from any sidewalk
within the city, and the expense of such removal, as
determined by the Board of Public Works shall be
charged to each lot or parcel of land as a current
charge by the City Treasurer and entered into the
tax roll as a special tax against said lot or parcel

and collected in all respects as other taxes on real
estate. In the event weather conditions cause ice to
accumulate on such sidewalk and it cannot with due
diligence be removed, the owner, occupant or per-
son in charge shall keep the same sprinkled with

ashes, salt or sand, 

All as Required by Municipal Code No. 6.12 
And Police Department Regulations 

Board of Public Works - City of Waukesha,
Wisconsin 11-30-18 WNAXLP

Submitted photo

The Eric Mintel Jazz Quartet, with Eric Mintel in the front, flanked from left to right, by Dave Mohn, Jack Hegyi and Nelson Hill.

OCONOMOWOC — The
Eric Mintel Jazz Quartet is
returning to the Oconomowoc
Arts Center just in time for
the holidays to feature a Char-
lie Brown jazz concert at 7:30
p.m. on Dec. 15.

According to a press release
from the OAC, the quartet will
play holiday classics and orig-
inal versions of songs made
famous by composer Vince
Guaraldi, the man who creat-
ed the “A Charlie Brown
Christmas” score. 

The group, featuring pianist
and composer Eric Mintel,
Nelson Hill on the saxophone
and flute, Dave Mohn on
drums and Jack Hegyi on
electric and upright bass, has
been playing for over 25 years. 

Mintel said in the press
release the band is excited to
have the opportunity to per-
form again at the OAC.

“Charlie Brown Jazz speaks
to everyone and is a celebra-
tion of the enduring music of
Vince Guaraldi,” Mintel said.
“I love seeing all the smiling
faces after the concert
because we are all connected
through this amazing music.”

While the quartet performs,
a screen behind the band will
feature a slideshow of Charles
Schultz’s “Peanuts” comic
strip’s characters in memo-
rable scenes from the animat-
ed TV special. 

Reserved seating tickets for
adults are $36, $32 for seniors
60 and over and college stu-
dents, $18 for high school stu-
dents and younger and mili-
tary personnel with a valid ID. 

For more information visit
ericmintelquartet.com. The
OAC box office can be reached
at 262-560-3172 or visit
theoac.net. 

Jazz quartet brings
‘A Charlie Brown

Christmas’ to OAC

MADISON (AP) — Repub-
lican lawmakers are consid-
ering passing a bill guaran-
teeing health insurance for
people with pre-existing
conditions as part of a
lame-duck legislative ses-
sion next week that could
also include measures to
reduce the power of Wis-
consin’s Democratic Gov.-
elect Tony Evers.   

Senate Majority Leader
Scott Fitzgerald and
Assembly Speaker Robin
Vos have been in discus-
sions on exactly what will
be taken up in the session,
designed to give outgoing
Republican Gov. Scott
Walker once last chance to
sign bills into law.   

In an emailed newsletter
late Thursday, Vos con-
firmed that the pre-exist-
ing conditions issue would
be on the agenda. He noted
that the Assembly passed
such a bill last year; it
stalled in the Senate.   

Vos didn’t specify what
else would be part of the

session.   
Other ideas being con-

sidered include moving the
2020 presidential primary
election; limiting Evers’
ability to appoint members
of the state economic
development agency;
restricting the governor’s
rule-making powers; enact-
ing work requirements for
Medicaid recipients; and
enshrining in law rules
related to Wisconsin’s
voter photo ID mandate.   

Republicans want to
move the presidential pri-
mary because of expected
high Democratic turnout
that would make it harder
for conservative Supreme
Court Justice Dan Kelly to
win election, Fitzgerald
said Tuesday. Kelly’s elec-
tion is in April 2020, the
same date as the presiden-
tial primary. Kelly was
appointed by Walker and is
part of a 4-3 conservative
majority on the court.   

Court spokesman Tom
Sheehan said Kelly

declined to comment.   
Debate over protecting

people with pre-existing
conditions was central to
Walker’s losing bid for re-
election, Wisconsin’s U.S.
Senate race and other cam-
paigns this year. Walker
said he favored enacting the
same protections that are in
federal law, which goes
much further than what the
Assembly approved earlier
this year. That bill stalled in
the Senate.   

Evers supports the feder-
al Affordable Care Act and
its provisions guarantee-
ing insurance coverage for
people with pre-existing
conditions. He has said he
would remove Wisconsin
from a federal lawsuit,
authorized by Walker, seek-
ing repeal of the law on his
first day in office.   

The lame-duck session
could begin as soon as
Tuesday, Fitzgerald told
the Wisconsin State Jour-
nal on Thursday. The bills
would be made public

today with a public hearing
on Monday, he said.   

Lawmakers are moving
quickly to take action
before the holidays but,
more importantly, before
Evers is sworn into office
on Jan. 7.   

They originally dis-
cussed returning only to
consider a tax incentive
bill designed to keep con-
sumer products giant Kim-
berly-Clark Corp. from
closing an Appleton-area
plant, at the cost of about
390 jobs.   

But Republicans still
don’t have the votes for
that bill, making it unlike-
ly to be taken up. 

State Republicans eye pre-existing 
conditions bill for lame duck

By Alex Nemec
anemec@conleynet.com

262-513-2661

OCONOMOWOC —
Terry Fulks, former pastor
at Crosspoint Community
Church, has started his
own church called Thirst,
which will hold its first
service on Dec. 16 at the
Oconomowoc Community
Center, 220 W. Wisconsin
Ave.

Fulks was at Crosspoint
for 26 years before stepping
down in October. In that
time, he said Thirst has
already been incorporated
and has its own tax identi-
fication number. 

“It was difficult for me to
leave Crosspoint because I
had so many friends there
and people expected me to

stay,” Fulks said. “But
we’re not trying to take
away from anything; we’re
building onto what has
already been presented.” 

Fulks said the name
Thirst comes from a Bible
verse, John 7:37. 

“If anyone thirsts, let
him come to me and
drink,” John 7:37 states.
“Whoever believes in me,
as the Scripture has said,
‘Out of his heart will flow
rivers of living water.’”

Fulks said the church
will be built around wel-
coming all people.

“It will be built for peo-
ple who haven’t been to
church in a while as well
as people who are frequent
churchgoers because we
are taught in the Bible
you’re supposed to have a

thirst and hunger for God
all of your life,” Fulks
said. 

Fulks said he quit going
to church when he was 14
because he confused Jesus
Christ with the church. 

“Christians can do some
bad things, it’s just a fact
and everybody knows it. I
finally learned that Chris-
tianity is not a religion, it’s
a personal relationship
with God through Jesus
Christ,” Fulks said. 

“The church is supposed
to be serving Christ and
sometimes the church for-
gets that. People are people
and people mess up.”

If there is one thing
Thirst does for the Lake
Country area, Fulks said
he wants it to help as many
people to learn about God

as possible. 
"I will talk to people who

attend church and some-
times I have to say it many
different ways and even
have other personalities
talk to them and then it
finally clicks for people,”
Fulks said. “We want to be
that voice in the communi-
ty and help people under-
stand what the Bible teach-
es and who God is.”

Thirst is having a train-
ing session for people who
want to be volunteers on
Dec. 9 at 11 a.m. at the com-
munity center and then
will have its first service
on Dec. 16 at 8:30 a.m. and
10 a.m. at the community
center as well. 

For more information
visit thirst4jesus.com or
call 262-844-7725.

A spiritual Thirst: Former Crosspoint pastor
starts own church, will hold first service Dec. 16

Fitzgerald Vos

WCTC
From Page 1A

“Often times in manufac-
turing, women or other stu-
dents just haven’t been in a
shop environment and that
can be really intimidating.
A lot of these women are
pioneers,” said Beth Felch,
WCTC’s advisor for nontra-
ditional occupations.

To help female students
adjust to the new environ-
ment, Felch says she regu-
larly follows up with them.
She explained that while it
can be a little uncomfort-
able at first, the level of
independence and pride
that female students experi-
ence is universal.

“I think sometimes, the
big thing is just being satis-
fied. For a lot of women, it’s
like there’s this entire
world I never knew,” said
Felch.

Some of the programs
growing in female enroll-
ment at WCTC include
welding, machine tool oper-
ation, tool and die, and
machine automation.

Testing the waters
If exposure is key, then so

is the need to get potential
students experience on
industry standard
machines and a chance to
see what some of these
trade careers actually look
like.

WCTC offers a series of
free NTO workshops
throughout the year. 

The most recent, a weld-
ing and metal fabrication
session, was so popular that
all 20 slots were filled with-
in a day and another time
slot had to be added.
There’s still a waitlist of 80
people.

“The best way to teach
people about these pro-
grams is to get them actual-
ly doing something,” said
Kathleen Farrell, WCTC
outreach specialist.

When deciding what
career events will be
offered, she looks at enroll-
ment numbers throughout
the entire Wisconsin tech-
nical college system and
what programs are likely to
attract nontraditional stu-
dents.

Farrell says the chance to
try a new skill for free with-
out any commitment is
something that WCTC
uniquely offers.

Upcoming sessions will
cover men in health care,
women in electronics and
engineering, and women in
architectural drafting.

The future 
of the workforce

Attracting the future
workforce to trade careers
needs to begin early. WCTC
programs like the summer
Discover Me camp, aimed at
middle school students,
provide an additional layer

of exposure.
“We’re really developing

curriculum that is appro-
priate for each grade level
and continuing to advance
them at each grade level,”
said Mike Shiels, dean of
the School of Applied Tech-
nologies.

As for getting a more
equal ratio of men to
women in trade careers,
more work needs to be done
in dissolving preconceived
stereotypes. Carol
Fontanez, associate dean of
manufacturing technolo-
gies, says employers are
now thinking of just
attracting the highest cal-
iber of talent possible.

“Employers are consis-
tently saying ‘I have to
think out of the box, so I
can’t just think a nurse is a
woman or a welder is a
man,’” said Fontanez.

Shiels added that good
pay, challenging work and
the chance to advance are
all attractive factors with
trade careers.

With WCTC’s Automation
program seeing a 30 per-
cent increase over last year,
he added that the area will
continue to be at the fore-
front of technical careers
in the coming years. But an
increase in automation in
certain fields doesn’t mean
there will be fewer jobs
available.

“As the labor shortage
continues to escalate,
employers are thinking
about what are those lower
level tasks that are repeat-
able that I don’t need a
skilled worker to do,” said
Fontanez.

She explained this then
allows skilled workers to
move up to even higher
skilled work.

Moving forward, plans
for the School of Applied
Technologies include
expanding programming,
including new dual enroll-
ment programs and certifi-
cates.

For more information on
WCTC programming, visit
www.wctc.edu.

Ashley Haynes/Freeman Staff

Waukesha County Technical
College metal fabrication/
welding student Erica
Brautigam works in a welding
booth.

Shelter
From Page 1A

“That is not to say that somebody who is clearly inebriat-
ed wouldn’t still be turned away, which is certainly (The
Salvation Army’s) right. But in terms of just alcohol use
being a disqualifier, that is no longer the case,” Angresano
said. “That is really an important and big shift, I think.” 

The coalition has also reached out to Hebron House staff
to see if they would be able to increase the number of bed
spaces they offer. 

Homeless population 
According to the last Point in Time count taken in July,

there were 213 homeless individuals in Waukesha County. Of
those 213, 186 were sheltered and 27 were unsheltered. The
next Point in Time count is slated to take place in January.

Waukesha Police Department spokesman Capt. Dan Bau-
mann said that when officers encounter homeless individu-
als, they will work hard to get them into shelter, especially
during the cold weather. 

He noted, however, that officers cannot force people into
shelter, nor can they force any shelter to take an individual
they do not want to take. 


